
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Introduction 
 
 

“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” - 1 Corinthians 2:2 
 
‘Christ and Him crucified’ is the cornerstone message of the gospel. It is a foundation for healthy Christian 
theology and a foundational theology for our movement. At The Academy, we believe that the following 
‘Four M’s’, developed by Mark Greenwood, encompass the message of Christ and Him crucified that the 
apostles boldly preached, resulting in the known world been transformed for the Kingdom of God. The 
‘Four M’s’ are the foundational doctrines of the Gospel that Christ’s life, and His atoning work reveal to us.  
 

 
1. Jesus came with a Mission (righteousness/Identity) 
2. Jesus came with a Message (the goodness of God and His will for restoration) 
3. Jesus came with a Ministry (to fulfil the law and model the new covenant and God’s Kingdom) 
4. Jesus came with a Motive (intimacy with us, God’s ultimate desire) 
 
 

When we understand and walk in these truths, we experience an intimate walk with God, fuelled by the 
reality of righteousness and marked by Christlike power and love.  

 
 

As we diligently learn, practice and preach the message of ‘Christ and Him crucified’, making it the 
foundational teaching of our communities and lives, the resulting freedom and intimacy with God and each 
other will change the world!  

 
 

Teaching and practicing this message is how we are building a healthy Kingdom family of righteous 
radicals, who are passionate loving one another, making disciples and stewarding our Father’s business as 
His faithful sons and daughters, wherever we are called. 
 

 
This Unit is the major Unit for the Foundational Theology Stream and runs for approximately 20-25 weeks. 
This booklet contains some key concepts and foundational ideas, but is not conclusive to what will be 
taught in class. 

 
NOTE: Much of the material in this booklet is taken from Mark Greenwoods book ‘Awake to Righteousness’, which we 
recommend reading to more fully understand the summarised position in this resource. This booklet is intended as an aid for 
students attending The Academy. It is not intended to be a resource apart from this context. For more information on The 
Academy please visit www.theacademyint.com. 
 
All scripture references in this booklet are from the English Standard Version translation.  
 



 

 

3. The two Ministries of Christ (The Kingdom of God) 

 
 

In this section we will examine in class: 

1. Jesus ministry of fulfilling the law as a substitute 
2. Jesus ministry of modelling the new covenant 
3. Jesus inheritance of The Kingdom given to His saints 
4. The priesthood of all believers 
5. The Kingdom of love 
6. The increasing Kingdom of God (basic Eschatology) 
7. The grace of god as the empowerment of the Christian life  
8. The Church 

 
1. To fulfil the old covenant law as our substitute: 

 
Have you previously compared yourself to the twelve disciples when you read the gospels? Have you 
defined yourself by their actions, or found comfort for brokenness in your life by pointing out the 
brokenness in their lives? We must understand that in the four gospels, none of the disciples were born 
again yet. There is only one person who was comparable to a Christian in the Gospels: Jesus Christ.  

 

For His first thirty years, Jesus’s ministry was to fulfil the old covenant law perfectly, which He did. Have 
you ever thought about why Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist? Did he need forgiveness of sins? Of 
course not. Even John the Baptist protested Jesus’s request for baptism, wrongly thinking Jesus was 
coming to baptize him. Jesus responded to John: 

 

”Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness." - Matthew 3:15  

 

Jesus’s baptism represented His death and resurrection. It represented the death of a person who had 
fulfilled all the righteousness of the old covenant law, finishing man’s end of the old covenant requirement 
as our substitute. 

 

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” - Romans 10:4 
 



 
Why did Jesus never have disciples for His first thirty years? Because He had no intention of discipling 
people to obey the old covenant law. Rather, as soon as He modelled the new covenant, He gathered 
disciples to equip them in this same way of life! 

 

2. To model the new covenant and the Kingdom as our example 
 

Once Jesus had fulfilled the law for us, His second ministry was to model what a human being, in a right 
relationship with the Father and free from sin, could look like. Here is the process Jesus went through: 

• He fulfilled all the righteousness the law demanded of us (Matthew 3:15). 

• He was water baptized, symbolising His death and resurrection (Matthew 3:13-17). 

• He then was filled with the Spirit (Luke 3:22; 4:1, 14). 

 

Jesus became the first born-again, water-baptised, and Spirit-filled new-covenant Christian! Yes, He was 
fully God and fully man, the eternal Son of God, but He modelled the power and love of the normal 
Christian life as a man for His final three years. He modelled a life of tangible union with Father God and in 
understanding of truth, all empowered by grace. From the day He emerged from the desert in the power 
of Holy Spirit, His entire life ministry changed. He gathered disciples to train in the truth, preached the 
kingdom of heaven and repentance, and displayed the love of God wherever He went (Matthew 4:17; Luke 
3:23).  

 

Jesus is the truth about you, period. Once you are a new creation, looking at Jesus is like looking in a 
mirror! He is the only person in the entire universe who you should look at to find your true definition and 
identity.  

 

We must not define ourselves by the actions of the disciples in the Gospels. Instead, we must discover 
ourselves in the person of Jesus. 

 
“Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age…” - Luke 3:23 
 
Jesus showed how we, as sons and daughters, can express His very life now, united with Him in a world 
which needs to discover His love. 
 

We live in Him so we can look like Him! 

 



 
Here are some powerful passages, showing us that Jesus became our example.  

 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do, because I am going to the Father.” - John 14:12 
 
“For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 
might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.” - 1 Peter 2:21-22 
 
“whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” - 1 John 2:5-6 
 
“By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is 
so also are we in this world.” - 1 John 4:17 

 
“For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all 
rule and authority.” - Colossians 2:9-10  

 
“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” - Ephesians 5:1-2 
 
“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers.” - Romans 8:29 
 

 
As we can see, Jesus’s first ministry of completing the law on our behalf was His substitutionary work; His 
second ministry was our example and invitation to live the new covenant life because the cross makes us 
just like Him. Gone are the days where a few holy, consistent and powerful Christians are the exception in 
the church. The priesthood is waking up to its identity and walking in understanding. We are all 
empowered in our new nature to follow in His steps. He has not given us an unattainable standard here, 
but an empowering invitation as those who have been made like Him. 

 
After Jesus' death when the disciples were born again, they came to understand this truth by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, they then began to walk like Christ: 
 
“The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with 
unclean spirits, and they were all healed”. - Acts 5:16  
 
 

We must not define ourselves by the actions of the disciples in the gospels. Instead we must discover 
ourselves in the person of Jesus. 

 
 

 



 
 

The Kingdom of the Son 

 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." ~ John 
13:34-35  

 
Even though the miraculous and the power of God is very exciting, let's never forget the main thing: The 
best example Jesus gave us was not power; it was love and fellowship with the Father. Jesus invites us to 
deeply acknowledge, receive, and find peace in His perfect love. That way we can truly represent Him well 
to the world around us as the spontaneous result of our intimacy with Him.  

 

Ultimately the greatest thing Jesus displayed to the world was the love of God. Eagerly desire the gifts, but 
pursue love (1 Corinthians 14:1). As we discover our true righteous identity in Christ, the manifest love of 
God should become the church's most recognisable trait. Jesus says the world will know His disciples by 
their love (John 13:34–35). Yes, we will walk in power, purity, and miracles galore, but love should 
ultimately transcend and overshadow it all. It is love that will win nations. Love never fails.  

 

Jesus did miracles, but He was love! 

 

We must not let the enemy condemn us with this revelation. Jesus’s life is an exciting invitation, 
relationally sustained. It is not a standard that condemns us but one that exhorts us in who we truly are. 
He is a mirror for who we are, not a measure of what we’re not! 

 

The Kingdom of God is His government, His rule and His way. We function by faith in this Kingdom as those 
who are ministers of reconciliation. The Kingdom of heaven and dominion over all darkness has been given 
to the saints of God (Daniel 7:27). The Kingdom is invading the earth as we walk increasingly in love and 
power. It is the very expression of God’s nature and way in our lives and communities. The pillars of God’s 
Kingdom, are righteousness, peace and joy, found in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14:7). 

 
Jesus speaks about the Kingdom 105 times in the gospels. He speaks of being ‘born again’ 2 times. When 
he does speak of being born again it is only in reference to entering the Kingdom of God (John 3:1,3,7). 
 
We must be born again, this is eternally important. But what Jesus emphasised is that we must be born 
again to see the Kingdom. He taught that the Kingdom is not a future event but a present reality. 
 



 
Being born again is not the end goal, it is the entrance into the Kingdom. 

 
We must preach the message of the Kingdom, because that is what Jesus did and what He told us to do 
(Matt 4:17). A gospel message apart from the invitation to come out of the Kingdom of darkness and into 
the Kingdom of God (Col 1:13) is not a complete message. The Kingdom looks like the authority of God 
over darkness being expressed on the earth. Healing the sick, walking in the fruit of the Spirit and living in 
wholeness and holiness.  
 
The Kingdom of God is living inside of us right now (Luke 17:21). It comes with God’s authority and power 
when Jesus comes to live inside of us.  
 

What you are born again into (righteousness, the Kingdom, union with Christ) is more important than 
what you are born again out of (sin). 

 
 

Questions for reflection: 
 

1. Have you viewed Jesus as your example as well as your saviour before reading this? How does this 
change the way you might read the gospels?  

2. If you can look at Jesus’ life now and know that you are empowered to fully look like He did, what is it 
about his life that you are most inspired by?  

3. How might you fight any feelings or lies of pressure to ‘live up to’ or strive to look like Jesus in light of 
this revelation?  

 
 
  



 
 

The increase of the Kingdom: 
 
God is the God of hope (Rom 15:13).  As His children, He desires for us to abound in hope for the future, 
believing that the Kingdom will increasingly invade the earth until the return of Christ! 
 
Multiple parables that Jesus taught about the Kingdom, paint a clear picture that the Kingdom will never 
cease to increase on the earth until Jesus’ return: 
 

• The mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32) 
• The yeast (Matthew 13:32-35) 
• The sprouting seed (Mark 4:26-29) 

 
The Kingdom parables point toward a Kingdom that grows and grows into something bigger than all the 
other kingdoms. 
 
"And He shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom there shall be no end.” Luke 1:33  
 
“Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end.” Isaiah 9:7  
 
 
 
Verses: 
 
“For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.” 1 Corinthians 4:20 
 
“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit.” Romans 14:17 
 
“He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved 
Son...” Colossians 1:13 
 
“And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be 
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; His kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shall serve and obey Him.” Daniel 7:27 
 
“Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over 
His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” Isaiah 9:7  
 
“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19  



 
 
“From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matthew 
4:17 
 
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
Matthew 6:33 
 
“...nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 
Luke 17:21 
 
 
Quotes 
 
“Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not a 
straw whether they be clergymen or laymen, such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom 
of heaven upon earth.”– John Wesley 
 
 
"We are not sent to minister to a congregation and be content if we keep things going. We are sent to 
make war and to stop short of nothing but the subjugation of the world to the sway of the Lord Jesus." - 
William Booth 

 
 
 
Questions for discussion groups and personal meditation:  

 

1. How does this challenge the way you see future events? Knowing that the Kingdom of God is increasing 
on the earth today, what kind of things will you think about differently?? 

2. In what ways can you see the Kingdom of God being represented in your personal sphere of influence? 

3. Do you think the Kingdom of God is limited only to walking in the miraculous? What could righteousness, 
peace and joy look like in your life? 
 
  



 
Grace: 

 

Grace is the key that holds righteousness together. It is the ingredient that replaces any works-based effort 
to manifest our new nature and produces a far more powerful and authentic holiness. Look at how grace 
and righteousness are a combo for reigning in life in the verses below. Without grace, enabled by Holy 
Spirit, we would be stuck with nothing but our effort to make our new righteous nature function. Let's look 
at this reality in Scripture.  

 

"For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who 
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus 
Christ." ~ Romans 5:17  

"So that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." ~ Romans 5:21  

 

Grace and righteousness working together is what enables us to reign in life. Many are blowing a grace 
trumpet these days. Many have blown a righteousness trumpet too. Without a real understanding of both, 
though, and without an overarching emphasis on intimacy with God, we cannot have the full, well-rounded 
picture. Without knowing the truth about grace and righteousness, we will see an unhealthy emphasis of 
each in different “camps.” One can create self-righteous works; the other can create a “grace 
complacency.”  

 

We understand a measure of what grace is, but apart from rightly defining ourselves as righteous, we 
cannot properly know what grace does. We must discover the righteousness grace is supposed to reign 
through. 

 

You can see in the above verses that grace reigns through righteousness, not apart from it. We now know 
righteousness is not a distant promise of a new nature but a fully given gift of God already living inside us. 
It is our new holy nature, completely replacing the old, sinful nature when we get born again. It results 
from God’s divine nature we partook of when we received Jesus (2 Peter 1:3). We died with Jesus and took 
on His righteous nature as our own (2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 6:6; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:3; 2 Peter 
1:3). With this in mind, we will focus largely on what grace is and how it works in partnership with our new 
righteous nature.  

 

When we rightly understand these two powerful truths, our lives can be utterly transformed through 
intimacy with God and by faith. Let's examine how this works. Please prayerfully consider the following 
verses, as they are a powerful key to a transformed life. 



 
 

What on Earth Is Grace? 

 

"Nothing whatever in the way of goodness pertaining to godliness and real holiness can be accomplished 
without it [grace]." ~ St. Augustine, The Confessions of St. Augustinei 

 

Grace is not a covering for a sinful condition we retain from the Adamic fall once we enter into Christ. The 
“sinner saved by grace” misinterpretation is rapidly diminishing across the globe, and the “covering” 
interpretation of grace is no longer a fitting description. Once we understand our new righteous nature, we 
must reinterpret grace.  

 

To label grace as “unmerited favor” is absolutely accurate. The fact God has redeemed us apart from 
anything we can do to deserve or earn His favor is an overwhelming truth. We should meditate on and 
revel in this profound reality always. However, this description falls far short of what grace truly is or what 
it can do. Let's examine a few Scriptures: 

 

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce ungodliness 
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age." ~ Titus 
2:11-12  

 

First, grace is displayed in the person of Christ, bringing salvation for us. Unmerited favor makes us 
righteous. We read on to see grace is also the inner enabling of God’s divine nature that trains us and 
functions within us, causing the life of God to pour out of us. Grace is God’s continuing work in our inner 
man and our salvation. Grace is the reality that compels us to put off sin and to live holy lives. It causes the 
fruit of our righteousness to manifest as we believe the truth.  

 

"But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me." ~ 1 Corinthians 
15:10  

 

This is huge. Grace is the enablement that caused Paul to accomplish what he did and determined who he 
was. Grace was the empowering force behind his entire life, ministry, holiness, and persistence in 
preaching the gospel. Our job is to reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive to God through Christ Jesus 
(Romans 6:11), so that by recognizing the truth, the indwelling and ongoing grace of God can empower this 
reality in our lives. We are not only saved by grace but empowered in life by grace too! 



 
 

"You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus." ~ 2 Timothy 2:1  

 

Grace is in Christ, as are we. It is a new way of life in the new covenant. It is something we become strong 
in by revelation and intimacy with God; it works apart from human effort and is issued from our union with 
Jesus. Grace is the divine enablement of God in us—not a separate ambiguous element of our nature, but 
an attribute of His. Some suggest grace is, in fact, Jesus, or a person, and that when Paul said, “The grace of 
God has appeared” (Titus 2:11), this referred to Jesus. In the same way sin can be a personified extension 
of the enemy; grace is a personified extension of Christ. Some suggest perhaps Holy Spirit is grace 
personified, as some interesting verses imply, for example: 

 

Then he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. 
And he shall bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!’” ~ Zechariah 4:6-7 

 

It seems grace is too distinguishable from the person of Christ and Holy Spirit for them to conclusively be 
grace “personified” in Scripture. However, what grace does and what God does within us are very difficult 
to separate (also Hebrews 4:16; 10:29). It is probably needless to separate them anyway. Avoiding a strong 
separation aids us in seeing grace in a relational way regarding God’s working of grace within us, rather 
than as a mere doctrine to have a cognitive agreement with. Instead of arguing for or against personified 
grace, I wish primarily to show that grace is an enabling reality within us, empowered by God, and not just 
unmerited favor.  

 

We see more evidence of indwelling grace in our lives when we step into situations we need it for. Then 
we rest in God's grace to give us the answers and actions we need. Suddenly, we are achieving great 
exploits for His kingdom, and it is all enabled by the grace God endows us with to do it. His job is to give us 
the grace; our job is to get the understanding and walk in the truth. Grace then enables the truth to 
become our reality in any situation.  

 

Mounce’s Complete Expository Dictionary defines grace in a variety of ways, including this: "Grace is a new 
domain in which and by which Christians live (Romans 15:15, 16, 20). In this realm sin no longer rules 
(6:14). By his grace, God affects Christians' personal lives, giving them the ability to obey the gospel from 
the heart (Romans 6:17)!”ii What a beautiful description. So grace is unmerited favor, but it’s also an 
enabling attribute of our union with Christ.  

 

When and How Do You Get Grace? 



 
When do you receive this grace that empowers you to live transformed? You receive it when you are born 
again. You do not have to get more grace, earn grace (an oxymoron), or exchange faith for grace. He gave 
you abundant grace in Christ. 

 

"For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace." ~ John 1:16  

 

You are filled with grace when you are converted. God makes you a new creation by grace and then sets 
out to cause your new creation life to manifest when you walk in the belief of who you now are. Here are 
more verses claiming your grace-filled state: 

 

"I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus." ~ 1 
Corinthians 1:4  

 

"Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God." ~ Romans 5:2  

 

"In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight." ~ Ephesians 1:7-8  

 

He lavished His grace upon us! The Greek word here is perisseuō and means "to super abound" or "above 
the needed measure with left over to spare!iii You do not need more grace. In Christ, you have more than 
you will ever be able to use. He has furnished you richly and affluently with grace to empower your 
Christian walk. 

 

Grace is not designed to enable anything apart from simple, intentional faith.  

 

Knowing the Grace of God in Truth 

Is grace truly the entire foundational means of fruitfulness in our Christian lives once we understand our 
new nature? We know Paul claimed grace was the key ingredient to his actions as he walked in Holy Spirit. 
But what about the rest of us? Look here at what Paul also describes as the source of the fruitfulness in the 
entire church at Colossae: 

 



 
"Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has 
come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, 
since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth." ~ Colossians 1:4-6  

 

We must embrace the message of the gospel, Christ and His crucifixion, and our joint death and 
resurrection with Him. But it can have powerfully tangible effects once we also “understand the grace of 
God in truth.” Here we learn that when we understand grace in truth, the gospel bears fruit in our lives by 
that grace. Grace is not a covering for you to be hidden from God and stay in your sin, it is the power to 
honor him with your new life in Christ. Grace reigns through righteousness because that is your new nature 
(Romans 5:17, 21).  

 

Grace cannot empower you to sin because your nature is not to sin anymore. It can only empower who you 
really are. 

 

Your Hot New Car 

Picture your new righteous nature as a car. Holy Spirit is the builder and provider of that beautiful car in 
the regeneration workshop. All you do is show up and collect it (get born again) from the grace garage, 
trading in your old, beat-up, “sinful nature” car. Best trade ever! Holy Spirit then pumps the premium grace 
fuel that sits in the tank of your new car and makes the whole thing move. This fuel will never run out! It is 
your understanding and faith in the truth that stomps that pedal down so that grace can finally do its thing 
and you can reign in this life. 

 

Paul compelled us to not receive the grace of God in vain (2 Corinthians 6:1; Galatians 2:21). How do you 
do that? If the grace of God has come abundantly to you (John 1:16; Romans 5:2), but then you try to make 
yourself righteous by other means, or you choose not to engage in an intentionally holy lifestyle, then even 
though you have grace living inside you, it will lie dormant. You will have received grace in vain. Grace can 
only empower your new nature by your faith and understanding. Do not try to be righteous in your efforts. 
That is like trying to design, build, and provide your car and then push it down the road by your strength. 
How tiring! 

 

Do not strive for a nature the Lord has already given you. 

 

Thank God for who you are now and that you can be expressed as you lean on the truth and set your mind 
on these things. Put into action the things you learn about who you are in Scripture by stepping out and 
behaving as if you are what He says you are. You will find it is the most natural thing to do because it is 



 
who you are. You have an endless capacity to look just like Jesus, to exhibit the fruit of the Spirit, to 
embrace His ways, and to know the Father with great enjoyment! 

 

Righteousness will become a burden to you if you do not understand it is enabled by grace and oiled by 
intimacy. The people I know who live the holiest lives are the ones who are also the most restful and 
peaceful. They are those who have put all their chips on grace and righteousness, and they are rooted in a 
relationship with God. I have also found it is more tiring and frustrating to live in sin than it is to live in 
holiness. Fight the good fight of faith, not a fight of works. You must not let the enemy trick you into 
condemnation. This will cause you to put off grace and try to achieve your holiness. This will not free you 
from sin; it ultimately causes sin.  

 

Let grace reign through righteousness in your life. Grace is an enabling reality, empowering you to live a 
holy life and to be yourself in Christ, which means you can never use the term as a reason for staying in sin. 
You are not under law but under grace, to live free from sin’s dominion (Romans 6:14). I pray the 
awakening to righteousness will be increasingly known for its grace-enabled holiness, marked by a 
supernatural peace and ease. 

 

Righteousness is enabled by grace and oiled by intimacy 

 

  



 
 

The Church: 

 

In the bible the Church is referred to as the body of Christ on the earth, “the fullness of Him who fills all in 
all”! We are a glorious and beautiful Bride in God’s eyes. A voice of authority and influence, learning our 
true identity. A shining light in the darkness. The church is the hope of this world. As the Church continues 
to discover its powerful and transforming identity in Christ, it will continue to rise up in power and love, 
most revealed in our humility and holiness. The world will continue to notice and seek wisdom from above 
and power from the Church for all aspects of life and society.  

 

The ‘Message’ and the ‘Method’  

 

The topics covered in this Unit are doctrinal in nature. They are what we call ‘The Message’ of the gospel. 
When it comes to practically gathering as the church, this is when we speak more of ‘The Method’. 
Ultimately, the Church is a collection of redeemed human beings meeting in various formats. It consists of 
flesh and blood. It does not consist of brick and mortar and it is not one particular event.  

 

We are called to create powerful ways of meeting together, facilitating intimate, loving relationships with 
God and with each other. This encourages gathering around the liberating message of the gospel as well as 
beautiful worship. A powerful thing about this gospel message is that it works in absolutely any context. 
We must avoid arguing about methods because we think they limit our personal ability to live free if we 
are involved in them. Ultimately no one is responsible for the way we live except ourselves. There is no 
method that has the power to limit us as we live in this manner on a daily basis.  

 

We must remember this: 

The message is sacred, the method is not.  

 

The method is simply the practical way in which we facilitate and share the message in Christian 
community. It is where we ‘break bread’ and celebrate the message of Christ and Him crucified. Largely, in 
the West, this is done in the ‘local congregational church’ method. This is very powerful. Many other 
methods around the globe are also profoundly flourishing.  

What makes any single method of church healthy or unhealthy is not generally the way it is practically 
expressed. It is the message it is gathering around and the heart of unity and transparency among those 
involved. If we can learn to truly apply and live in community around the message taught in this booklet, in 



 
methods that suit the context we live in, then any method that facilitates this truth will be healthy and 
fruitful. 

 

 
Walking faithfully in your Church context 
 
As this message spreads and the awakening to righteousness continues, it is important to recognise 
the power of your local Church context. The Church is one global body but there is a strong biblical 
emphasis on a local smaller community of believers doing intimate life together. Often, when we hear 
a message of liberating and powerful truth, there can be a temptation to wrongly challenge or belittle 
a church culture we are already involved with if it does not carry the same message. People have been 
known to leave their local expression of Church offended that they were not taught these things 
earlier. They may become divisive towards leaders that might think differently. This is not ok. It is a 
very immature response to the gospel and it indicates that the message has not being truly 
understood.  
 
Let your life speak louder than your words 
 
Christians are called to a far greater degree of integrity and consistency than the society around us 
might display. We must hear God clearly about where or who he is connecting us to in the Church. We 
need to decide to give ourselves fully to that expression until or unless we hear otherwise.  
 
We should not be attending a meeting because the coffee is good or simply because it is convenient 
but because God placed us there. If we follow His invitations and trust His leading, we will not walk 
out on our communities as soon as someone disagrees or challenges what we believe. We will not be 
offended if we hear a more powerful message elsewhere. We are called to live the purity of this 
message in the context He places us in and let our lives speak louder than our words. 
 
As individuals, Father God provides us with the opportunity of gathering together as one with a local 
body, in whatever manner that might be. It is ok to recognise differences and support those you are 
communally involved with to understand and come alive in the same message. It is also not 
necessarily right to submit yourself to controlling or manipulative leadership. But we must never act at 
the cost of peoples’ created value and unity of spirit in the gospel. We must remain mature and 
humble, following the voice of God in our local contexts. 
 
The Bible makes a strong case for leadership in the Church. We must not let negative experiences with past 
leadership rob us of engaging in healthy leadership. We need to intrust ourselves to biblical leaders so the 
whole Church can move forward as one. We are called to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ 
(Eph 5:21). Western society is more individualistic than ever before in history. We have believed that 
communities should exist to empower the individual but the bible teaches the opposite. It is the individual 
who is placed in community to empower that particular community as a whole. We must not surrender 
ourselves to a selfish attitude in our local church context. 



 
 
 
Verses: 
 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
Hebrews 10:24-25  
 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him (Jesus) as head over all things to the church, which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:22  
 
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Matthew 16:18-19  
 
“So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 
affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a 
servant, being born in the likeness of men." Philippians 2:1-7 
 
“For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have 
not seen me face to face, that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all 
the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ," 
Colossians 2:1-2 
 
“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have 
been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through all and in all.” Ephesians 4:1-6 
 
“addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 
with your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ." Ephesians 5:19-21 
 
 
 
Quotes 
 



 
“In such a fearful world, we need a fearless church” – C. S. Lewis 
 
 
“We are forbidden to neglect the assembling of ourselves together. Christianity is already institutional in 
the earliest of its documents. The Church is the Bride of Christ. We are members of one another.” – C. S. 
Lewis 
 
 
 
Questions for discussion groups and personal meditation:  

 

1. Can you imagine the Church becoming the wisdom of God to the nations of the world? How can you personally 
help work toward this today? 

 

2. Has this portion of the booklet challenged the way you view the Church? If so how? 

 

3. What are some ways we could pursue a powerful unity in the Church today? 
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