
 



 

 
Introduction 

 
“For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” - 1 Corinthians 2:2 

 
‘Christ and Him crucified’ is the cornerstone message of the gospel. It is a foundation for healthy Christian 
theology and a foundational theology for our movement. At The Academy, we believe that the following 
‘Four M’s’, developed by Mark Greenwood, encompass the message of Christ and Him crucified that the 
apostles boldly preached, resulting in the known world been transformed for the Kingdom of God. The 
‘Four M’s’ are the foundational doctrines of the Gospel that Christ’s life, and His atoning work reveal to us.  
 

 
1. Jesus came with a Mission (righteousness/Identity) 
2. Jesus came with a Message (the goodness of God and His will for restoration) 
3. Jesus came with a Ministry (to fulfil the law and model the new covenant and God’s Kingdom) 
4. Jesus came with a Motive (intimacy with us, God’s ultimate desire) 
 
 

When we understand and walk in these truths, we experience an intimate walk with God, fuelled by the 
reality of righteousness and marked by Christlike power and love.  

 
 

As we diligently learn, practice and preach the message of ‘Christ and Him crucified’, making it the 
foundational teaching of our communities and lives, the resulting freedom and intimacy with God and each 
other will change the world!  

 
 

Teaching and practicing this message is how we are building a healthy Kingdom family of righteous 
radicals, who are passionate loving one another, making disciples and stewarding our Father’s business as 
His faithful sons and daughters, wherever we are called. 
 

 
This Unit is the major Unit for the Foundational Theology Stream and runs for approximately 20-25 weeks. 
This booklet contains some key concepts and foundational ideas, but is not conclusive to what will be 
taught in class. 
 
NOTE:	Much	of	the	material	in	this	booklet	is	taken	from	Mark	Greenwoods	book	‘Awake	to	Righteousness’,	which	we	
recommend	reading	to	more	fully	understand	the	summarised	position	in	this	resource.	This	booklet	is	intended	as	an	aid	
for	students	attending	The	Academy.	It	is	not	intended	to	be	a	resource	apart	from	this	context.	For	more	information	on	
The	Academy	please	visit	www.theacademyint.com.	
	
All	scripture	references	in	this	booklet	are	from	the	English	Standard	Version	translation.		



 

 
2. The Message of Christ (The goodness of God) 

 

In this section we will examine in class: 

1. Jesus – the will and nature of God revealed 
2. God is good! 
3. The visible image of the invisible God 
4. God in the Old Testament and the New Testament 
5. The Sovereignty of God 
6. God wills that NONE should perish 
7. The responsibility of man on the Earth 
8. God’s will to heal the sick 
9. Divine healing in the atonement  

 

1. Jesus reveals the will and nature of God: 
 
 
If what we think about God is not clearly expressed in the person of Jesus and in His earthly life then we 
are possibly misunderstanding God. If we interpret who God is by our experiences, traditions or the Old 
Testament alone, rather than understanding Him explicitly through Jesus’ life, then again we may be 
wrongly informed about the nature of God. Jesus has made the fullness of God known in Himself. He came 
to declare a message to us that “God is good”! 
 

 
“This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.” - 1 John 1:5 
 

 
As we saw in the Mission of Christ, John the Baptist summed up Jesus’s mission in a sentence (John 1:29). 
The apostle John summed up Jesus’s message, the fundamental declaration of the incarnated God, in a 
sentence: “God is light!” Why was this Jesus’s message to humanity? Why not something about hell or 
heaven, communion or baptism, divine healing or eschatology? Because none of these things can rightly be 
understood apart from intimate knowledge of the eternal goodness of God. This is precisely the thing the 
devil has spent thousands of years trying to deceive us about.  
 

 
The devil hates the goodness of God. This is because God's goodness:  



 
¾ leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4),  
¾ leads us into a relationship with Him, 
¾ makes us whole,  
¾ helps us grow into our salvation and Christian character (1 Peter 2:2–3),  
¾ fills us with hope,  
¾ helps us trust Him, and  
¾ helps us feel safe to engage with Him.  

 
 
As you can see, the goodness of God is no peripheral doctrine, but a cornerstone doctrine that must be 
adhered too and promoted in order to see fruitful Christian lives and healthy communities. See the below 
passages, that explicitly show us how Jesus perfectly revealed the truth about the whole and good nature 
of God. Study and meditate on these deeply: 
 
 
“Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with 
you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words 
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works 
themselves.” - John 14:8-11  
 
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” - Colossians 1:15 
 
“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high” - Hebrews 1:1-3  
 
“No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.” - John 1:18 
 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” - Luke 24:27 
 
In light of these very clear passages that Jesus reveals the truth about God, here is an excellent rule to live 
by: 

 
If it does not look like the son, don’t call it the Father. 

 
 



 
There are three key things that rob us from trusting God and drawing near to Him in confidence of Hs 
nature: 

 
• Believing the voice of the enemy when he challenges God’s goodness 
• Attributing challenging things, we experience in our lives to God, that He is not responsible for 
• Misunderstanding God from misinterpreting the Old Testament apart from Christ 

 
 
Here is a key to reading the Old Testament with God’s goodness in mind: 

 
Jesus is the substance of what was shadowed in the Old Testament. 

 

"These are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ." - Colossians 2:17  

"For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be 
three days and three nights in the heart of the earth." - Matthew 12:40 (This is one example of many where 
Jesus referred to Old Testament passages as a type and shadow of Himself.)  

“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life.” - John 5:39-40  

 

Often, we make the mistake of determining God's will or nature by His actions recorded in the Old 
Testament, under the old covenant. God's will and nature cannot be determined apart from seeing Him in 
Christ and through the new covenant, which was His ultimate plan for us. The Old Testament can then 
beautifully reinforce the dynamics of His nature we find in the New Testament, showing us what was really 
going on and how the covenants of old were affecting man’s walk with God. If we mistake the shadow for 
the substance, we will misunderstand who God is and what He does on the earth today. We may even 
attribute responsibility of things resembling old covenant judgment in the world today to Him by citing 
things such as earthquakes, tsunamis, wildfires, wars, and more.  

 
We must not imagine God is still relating to us under His old covenant with man. The new covenant has 
come, allowing the relationship He always desired to have with us. 
 

There is no dark, hidden corner of the Father that Jesus could not show us. He perfectly revealed who the 
Father was and is. When you rightly define the Father by what the Son revealed about Him, you can finally 
trust and know who God is, making it perfectly safe to go through the righteousness door into intimacy 
with your Father!  

 

Some powerful implications of this are: 



 
•  If you decide God does not desire to heal the sick, restore the broken-hearted, and liberate the 

captives, then you must prove this through the Son. He healed all who came to Him (Matthew 
4:23–34; 9:35; Luke 4:40–44; 6:17–19; 9:11). 
 

• If you decide God wants to use evil, sickness, devastation, or poverty to teach or judge you, 
then you must prove this through the Son. Jesus came to do good and "destroy the works of the 
devil” (1 John 3:8), He came “not to destroy people’s lives, but to save them” (Acts 10:38; John 
3:17; 1 John 3:8; Luke 9:56). 
 

• If you think God is judging nations for various laws passed, or for socially agreed upon sin, then 
you must prove this through the Son. He came to redeem us from our sin by revealing the love 
and goodness of God in Christ, not holding our trespasses against us (2 Corinthians 5:19). There 
is certainly a future day of judgment (Matthew 25:31–33; 1 Corinthians 4:5), but now is not that 
day. 
 

• If you have seen the Son, then you have seen the Father (John 14:9). This is final. It doesn't say 
you have seen some aspects of the Father. 
 

• Seeing Jesus shows us everything we need to know about the Father. Nothing about the Father 
is hidden from us (John 1:18; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1–3). 
 

• Jesus only did and said what He saw the Father doing and saying (John 5:19; 12:49). If Jesus did 
not say or do it, neither does the Father! 
 

• Jesus represented the entire Godhead, not just the Son independently (Colossians 2:9; 1:15; 
John 1:18). 

 
The same message the apostle John declared to us is now our message to declare to the world:  

“God is light; there is no darkness in Him.” ~ 1 John 1:5  

Let’s be people who know the goodness of God rather than people who are confused about the Father. 
Let’s be confident in Christ’s perfect revelation of His ways, His will, and His nature. 

 

Jesus is the truth about God and the truth about you  
 

“Jesus Christ alone reveals the Father” – Charles Spurgeon 
 

“The New is in the Old concealed, the Old is in the New revealed” – St. Augustine 
 

“Jesus Christ is perfect theology” – Bill Johnson 
 



 
 

 
The Sovereignty of God 

 
Some serious clarity needs to be brought to the body of Christ regarding the subject of God’s sovereignty. I 
cannot address the issue fully here, as multiple other thoughts are linked to sovereignty, such as 
predestination and election. I pray that we would begin seeking a fresh scriptural understanding as a result 
of the following conclusions.  

 

The Bible paints a very different picture of God’s sovereignty than our modern Christian culture sometimes 
does. Some call it sovereignty, selection, or “God allowing.” When it is said, people often are implying that 
every single thing that takes place on our planet and in our lives is God's administrative decision for us; 
that He is in perfect transcendent and total control over every detail of the cosmos, enacting and 
governing every event of our lives.  

 

If you are sick, it is God. If a city is destroyed, also God. If you lose your job, God. If you get a job, God. 
Everything is God. We are made to sing songs about His goodness, yet we are deeply confused about Him 
in our hearts because something terrible happened: like our loved one died, and our theology dictates God 
took him. Even multiple non-Christians I have offered prayer to have a subtle idea in their minds that God 
caused their sickness in the first place, believing God causes everything. I believe the enemy plants this 
belief in people to keep them from the Father (1 Peter 5:8; John 8:44).  

 

As the Father’s representatives on the earth, we must not reinforce this lie. Because of this teaching, some 
have made God out to be like an emperor, giving a thumbs-up or thumbs-down on every detail of our lives, 
good and bad. The theological term for this flawed understanding is often termed “sovereignty,” but is 
more accurately called “absolute sovereignty.” We will see God is certainly sovereign, but not “absolutely 
sovereign” in the way I have described above.  

 

The problems with absolute sovereignty are significant. First, it is unscriptural when compared to the 
revelation of Christ. Second, it can make God out to be an abusive, manipulative, unpredictable God. 
Happy one day, furious the next. Literally as fickle as the weather, like a dictator. This is because instead of 
using the life of Jesus as our perspective of God, our belief in sovereignty limits us to determining what His 
“hidden” or sovereign will is by what happens to us in our day-to-day lives.  

 

It makes us comfortable to think God the Father is nothing like God the Son, but that contradicts 
everything we just looked at about what Jesus represents. We must not take tricky passages of Scripture 
like Romans 9, where some of this thinking originates, and interpret them apart from the type of 



 
Christocentric theology observed here, drawing conclusions that do not keep to Christ’s revelation of the 
Father, or a proper division of the covenants at the centre of our understanding.  

 

You cannot be a representative for someone whose heart you do not know 

 

Picture a father who tells his young son not to put his hand on the burner. The father takes precautions 
and teaches the son why he should not do it. The son then disobeys the father, touches the burner, and 
burns his hand. The father rushes to his aid, holds him, nurses him, and then teaches him the pain is what 
he was trying to prevent. This is healthy parenting. The absolute sovereignty of God doctrine applied to 
this scenario makes the father out to be the careful planner of the accident, orchestrating the son’s hand 
touching the burner to burn his hand so he can then teach the son something through the pain. In the 
world we would call this child abuse, but many are comfortable with viewing God this way and labelling it 
sovereignty. 

 

John Calvin was pivotal in pioneering modern language for this way of thinking, drawing conclusions like 
“For what seems more attributable to chance than the branch which falls from a tree, and kills the passing 
traveler? But the Lord sees very differently, and declares that He delivered him into the hand of the 
slayer,” and “God, Who enlightens all, has his own eye always open, and thus exhorts the poor to patient 
endurance, seeing that those who are discontented with their lot endeavor to shake off a burden which 
God has imposed upon them.”i 

 

Where the word sovereign is used in some translations, it is always used in association with the word 
"Lord" and is the same as the King James Version's "Lord God." Not a single time is the word "sovereign" 
used in the manner used in some circles today. Is God sovereign? Yes. God is sovereign in the sense He is 
supreme. There is no one higher in authority or strength; He can also act apart from us, doing great works 
on the earth in His power, as we invite Him in prayer and partner with His will on the earth (Acts 4:29–31). 
But that does not mean He exercises His power by controlling everything in our lives, nor does it mean He 
functions outside of His good nature, revealed in the life of His Son. If God were to violate what He has 
revealed about Himself in His son, He would undermine His integrity and trustworthiness, which He will 
never do (Psalms 138:2). He revealed His will in Christ, period. 

 

The belief in “absolute sovereignty” sometimes goes to such a devastating degree that God is ultimately 
the one to blame for the devil’s works, which completely ignores the involvement of the enemy and the 
decisions of our human will. This belief can make Christians passive toward overcoming the enemy; they 
leave their God-given authority and power to lie dormant and act as if their hands are tied.  

 



 
Here are several truths that bring serious question to this flawed way of thinking about God’s absolute 
sovereignty: 

 

• The kingdom of God is at hand and He has given us the keys. We must not blame everything on a 
wrong idea of God's sovereignty when we should use the authority given to us to establish His 
purpose (Luke 10:19; Matthew 16:19). 

 
• God wills that none should perish, but that all would come to the knowledge of the truth and be 

saved (2 Peter 3:9; 1 Timothy 2:4). This is a clear example of His desire and purpose. Are people 
dying and going to hell every day? Yes. Is it God's will they would be saved instead? Yes. If God's will 
is absolutely sovereign, then we have a serious problem here. It is not God's will that’s sending 
people to hell. 

 
• If everything is God, then why do we have a sword/shield and power/authority (Ephesians 6:10–18; 

Luke 10:17; Matthew 28:18–20)? What are we using these weapons to fight against? God's 
sovereign plan? 

 
• If everything is God, then why did He tell us to bind and loose according to heaven’s design on the 

earth (Matthew 16:18–19)?  
 

• If everything is God, then why has He given the earth to the sons of men (Psalms 115:16)?  
 

• If everything is God, why do we have the power of life and death in our tongues (Proverbs 18:21)? 
 

• If everything is God, why do you reap what you sow (Galatians 6:8)?  
 

• If everything is God, then why are people destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6)? Some 
conclude destruction is the will of God, but the Bible calls it lack of knowledge.  

 
• If everything is God, then why speak to the mountain? If God wants it moved, then He will move it! 

(Matthew 17:20; Mark 11:23). 
 

• If everything is God, then why even go to the hospital to be healed? You are fighting God's 
sovereign order.  

 
• Why make any requests of God for safety, provision, weather, healing, wholeness, or people to be 

saved?  
 

• If everything is God, then why did Jesus say if we abide in His Word we would know the truth, and 
the truth would set us free (John 8:31–32)? Perhaps we need the truth to set us free. Our 
brokenness is not His sovereign plan.  



 
• If God the Father was sovereignly responsible for all the sick people in the Gospels, then why was 

God the Son healing them all? This would make God completely at odds with Himself (Acts 10:38; 1 
John 3:8).  

 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often 
would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 
not willing!” ~ Matthew 23:37  

 

Here, Jesus had a strong desire for His people, but because the will of the people differed from His, He 
could not fulfil His desire.  

 

God has taken the earth and given it to His children to steward (Psalms 115:16). We are now co-labouring 
with Him, in His will, destroying the works of darkness with Him as His royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9). For 
too long we have labelled the will of God a mystery, but the Bible says we are foolish if we do not know His 
will once Christ reveals it (Ephesians 5:17)! His will has clearly been revealed so we can faithfully manifest 
it on the earth as His empowered representatives.  

 

The unbalanced idea of absolute sovereignty is a devastating idea. It leaves Christians powerless when 
their loved ones go through torment, sickness, and pain, believing it is God’s will, ultimately making God 
responsible for the works of the devil. It must leave our thinking. Jesus said in John 14:12 that anyone who 
believes in Him will do the works He did, which means we should destroy the works of the devil too, not 
uphold a false understanding of sovereignty and succumb to helplessness.  

 

It is time we stop blaming Him and start believing Him 

 

In the new covenant, God is not ordaining disaster in your life, giving your loved ones cancer, or creating 
your challenging circumstance to teach you a lesson. He will turn all things for good for those who love 
Him, and father us through every challenge we face, but that in no way declares He is causing all things 
(Romans 8:28). Some suggest that God is still causing suffering on the earth today, because He ultimately 
caused the suffering of His son. But this suffering was so that we would be delivered from the curse of sin, 
death, and the law and be enabled to live in a new covenant, which is a covenant of abundant life, mercy, 
and sonship, revealed clearly in Jesus’s life (John 10:10; Acts 10:38; Matt 28:18–20; Luke 9:1;10:1; 
Matthew 10:1; Galatians 3:13; Romans 8:1). His chastisement on our behalf purchased our peace, it was 
not an example or an explanation for suffering in our lives (Isaiah 53:5). I have seen the mindset of 
absolute sovereignty damage entire families, crush hope, and rob people’s trust in the Father. 

 



 
Having this misguided view of sovereignty makes God more like a yin and yang God (both dark and light). It 
makes Him unpredictable and untrustworthy. Despite John summing up Jesus’s entire message in one 
sentence, declaring He is perfect light, we have created a theological loophole where we can pin darkness 
on God while still calling Him good.  

 

There are a few verses in which the word “sovereign” is used (Acts 4:24; 1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation 6:10). 
The Greek terms mean God is “absolute Lord or master,” or a person of “great authority.”ii This is nothing 
like what many have made it out to be. Simply put, by creating humans with a will, God chose not to take 
total control. Love that cannot be chosen, is not ultimately love. It’s much like a president can be in charge 
but not ultimately in control of the citizens in the nation he governs. He can lead benevolently, create laws 
that benefit society, and even put law enforcement in place to keep things on track. But if someone 
violently shoots someone else on the street, the president is not personally in control of this, neither did 
he desire or even allow it. In the kingdom, the church is empowered to be God’s law enforcement against 
the influence of darkness. We must pursue a correct understanding of our mission and take responsibility 
for it. 

 

Often it is our wrong decisions or an attack from the devil that brings disaster upon us. Sometimes the 
natural results of a fallen world cause us pain. Our tragedies are not the cause, nor the judgment of God, 
and God’s omnipresence in no way dictates His total control over these things. James clearly taught that 
God is responsible for “every good gift and perfect gift” that comes down from above, from the “Father of 
Lights” (James 1:17). This draws quite a line in the sand.  

 

“I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and 
curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may live.” ~ Deuteronomy 30:19 

 

God has a plan for every person's life (Jeremiah 29:11), but He doesn't make us walk that path, and the 
specifics of His plans are usually far more diverse and spacious than we realize. He has presented life and 
death before us, and as a loving Father, He is compelling us to choose life. He is not choosing death or life 
for us based only on how our circumstances go. We have the ability to choose. God cannot force us to 
choose Him; He can only present life to us in His Son for all men to see, inviting us into His loving arms of 
redemption and eternal life.  

 

The same message the apostle John declared to us is now our message to declare to the world:  

 

“God is light; there is no darkness in Him.” ~ 1 John 1:5 

 



 
Let’s be people who know the goodness of God rather than people who are confused about the Father. 
Let’s be confident in Christ’s perfect revelation of His ways, His will, and His nature. 

 
 
 

  



 
 

Divine Healing in the Atonement 
 

Does God still heal today? 
 
The reality of divine healing has rapidly been recovered in the last one hundred years in the body of Christ. 
The rare anointed man of God who walks in healing is a thing of the past. We have discovered the reality of 
“the priesthood of all believers” (1 Pet 2:5). The saints are those who are doing the works of ministry! 
There has never been a day on the earth where more people are praying for the sick and seeing multitudes 
healed. Because healing signs and wonders have been rediscovered and are increasing, multitudes are 
being saved as this sign points them straight to the God of love and mercy. 
 
If divine healing is in the atonement, we can conclude this: 
  
1 – Jesus paid for the healing of every person.  
 
2 – God desires the healing of sickness. 
 
3 – You do not have to ask God about His will for someone’s healing, you never find Jesus or His disciples 
doing this. Instead you are empowered and invited to lay your hands on the sick and command healing 
in Jesus' name. 
  
Jesus came to earth as a spirit, soul and body. Redemption was purchased by Him for our spirit, soul and 
body. If Jesus only desired to redeem our ‘spirit’, He would not have come as an entire human. 
 
  

The destruction of His human body purchased the redemption of ours. 
  
  
The nuts and bolts 
 
The doctrine of divine healing in the atonement starts in Isaiah 53. The exact same Hebrew language used 
in Isaiah 53 for carrying our sin and bearing our trespasses (v11-12), is used for carrying our sickness and 
bearing our disease on the same cross (v4)! 
  
We will look at the Hebrew words for ‘Borne’ and ‘carried’, and then ‘griefs’ and ‘sorrows’ in verse 4. If you 
have a Strong’s Bible on your Bible app (olive tree app is incredible), you can literally press on the word and 
it will show you the Hebrew word and its definition. Do not be overwhelmed by Hebrew or Greek, insight 
into original languages has never been more available or easy then it is now. These verses speak of Jesus 
bearing and carrying our infirmities and sickness on the cross. 
  



 
“Surely He has borne (’Nasa’) our griefs (’Haliy’ – anxiety, disease, grief, sickness), and carried (Sabal) 
our sorrows (Mak’ob – physical and mental pain/grief); Yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted." Isa 53:4 
  
The Hebrew words ‘Haliy’ and ‘Mak’ob’ literally mean sickness and anxiety, both mental and physical. Now 
look at verses 11 and 12. Discussing the carrying of our sins and the bearing of our transgressions on the 
cross, the exact same Hebrew words (Nasa, Sabal) are used again. 
  
“…for he shall bear (Sabal) their iniquities.” Isa 53:11 
  
“…yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors." Isaiah 53:12 
  
This shows that Jesus bore and carried our sickness in the exact same way that He bore and carried our sin! 
 
  
Prophesied in the Old Testament, fulfilled in the New Testament 
 
Now let’s look at Matthew 8 where Matthew quotes directly from Isaiah 53:4 to prove that Jesus pays for 
sickness on the cross! 
  
“That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with 
a word and healed all who were sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: 'He took 
our illnesses and bore our diseases.'” Matthew 8:16-17 
  
Matthew directly quotes Isaiah 53:4, using the words ‘infirmities’ and ‘sickness’, to explain why ALL were 
healed when Jesus prayed. Matthew knew that Healing was in the atonement and showed His Jewish 
readers how this atoning purchase of sickness prophesied by Isaiah played out in Jesus’ life. There are five 
occasions where Jesus had a multitude of sick people around Him and it says He healed them ALL (Mat 
4:23-24, Mat 9:35, Luke 4:40-44, Luke 6:17-19, Luke 9:11).  
 
In Acts 5:16 even the disciples healed all! Imagine that. Jesus was not around anymore but His followers 
literally healed everyone. This is because they understood what the atonement had achieved. Jesus wants 
what He paid for. It is our privilege to give Him the reward of His suffering. 
  
 
6 Powerful passages for healing 
 
Please prayerfully unpack the following scriptures. Divine healing is a doctrine we must be sharp about 
scripturally as we are constantly confronted by sickness. The theology of Jesus’ purchasing divine healing 
on the cross for mankind is powerfully scriptural. We must not allow our experience to challenge this truth 
or we will muddy the waters of this truth with our well-meaning but un-scriptural explanations for not 
seeing healing manifest. 



 
  
Verses: 
  

1. “The LORD works righteousness and justice for (not on) all who are oppressed.” Psalm 103:6 
  
The Lord executes judgement for the oppressed, he is not the oppressor. Who is the oppressor then? 
  
Acts 10:38 tells us that the oppressor is the devil (also John 10:10, 1 Peter 5:8 and 1 John 3:8). This does 
not mean that your sickness is demonic. It means that the devil is the one who introduces sickness into the 
earth when he deceived Adam and creation was perverted. God did not create sickness, nor does He use it 
to do His will. His will is to remove it. 
  

2. "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who forgives all your iniquities, Who 
heals all your diseases." Psalms 103:2-3 
 

This puts healing and forgiveness in one sentence, as one atonement paid for them both. 
  

3. “And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed.” Matthew 8:3 

  
The Greek word for ‘will’ (Thelo) essentially means “I will always do it because it is my desire and longing to 
act on my nature, which is to deliver.” 
  

4. “He himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
By His wounds you have been healed.” 1 Peter 2:24 

  
This one is another very clear declaration that healing is in the atonement. How are we healed? “By His 
wounds”. What are His wounds? They are the destruction of His body in the physical suffering leading up 
to the cross and on the cross itself. As He bore our sin, He bore our sickness. 
  

5. “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed 
and walk?’ But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins'—he 
said to the paralytic— 'I say to you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home.'” Mark 2:9-11 

  
Here Jesus proves to the crowd that he can forgive sins by healing the paralytic. How does Jesus' healing of 
the paralytic tell the people that He can forgive sins? Because sin and sickness are paid for by the same 
cross. Healing and forgiveness come from the same source in Jesus’ eyes. 
  

6. “And Jesus said to them, 'I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save 
(Sozo) life or to destroy it?' And after looking around at them all he said to him, 'Stretch out your 
hand.' And he did so, and his hand was restored.” Luke 6:9-10 

  



 
Here Jesus uses a salvation term (Sozo) for healing someone. This is the same word used for salvation 
itself. In the eyes of Jesus, salvation is not just a future promise of heaven, but a whole life right now. Body, 
soul and spirit! 
 
You can see that salvation and sickness are equally covered by the cross of Jesus!  
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

The Spiritual gifts: 
 
We have added this section due to the common idea that not every Christian can move in the gifts of the 
Spirit when it comes to healing the sick.  
 
When rightly understood, the Spiritual gifts that Paul teaches about in 1 Corinthians 12 can be very 
empowering. They give a good explanation of how you can function in your union with Christ. When 
misunderstood however, we can believe that we do not have access to every gift and can walk short of 
what Jesus paid for.  
 

• Does every Christian have access to every gift? Yes. 
 

• When do you receive the gifts? At the point of salvation when the Spirit comes to live in you.  
 
A newborn baby is ‘complete’, even though it has no idea how to use its arms and legs or mouth, but it is 
still complete. We are born again ‘complete’, “filled with all the fullness of God” (Colossians 2:9-10), 
“partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:3-4), having “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in 
Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). We need to learn how to use what we already have. 
 
 
We must settle these three things: 
 

1. Healing is in the atonement. (See above) 
 

2. Jesus is the model for the normal Christian life, and his grace empowers us to look just like him.  
 

3. Jesus reveals the will and nature of God, not our lives, feelings or experience  
 
If Jesus has commissioned every believer to walk like He did in union with Him, but then limited the 
amount of believers who could do it to those who have special gifts, then he has given you an impossible 
task and contradicted Himself. He said that nothing is impossible to those who believe and that it is for 
every disciple (John 14:12). Jesus healed all who came to Him, and told us to walk as He walked (1 John 
2:6).  
 

Jesus commanded believers to heal the sick (Mat 10:1, Luke 9:1, Mark 16:17, Mat 28:20). 
 
The only reason Jesus ever gave in the gospels for someone not being healed was that the person praying 
had unbelief (Matthew 17). This means that in the moment of prayer, the situation and sickness caused us 
to lose sight of the willingness of God to heal the person we were praying for. As sons, not servants, this is 
never a condemnation, it is an invitation to pursue intimacy and trust in the Father to see greater things.  
 



 
The gifts are all about walking with God and desiring to display His love. He will heal the sick through you 
as you grow in believing Him, something every Christian is growing up into. He will tell you details about 
people, give you words of knowledge etc. all because you are growing in intimacy with Him and so your 
faith in His loving nature clarifies. Paul says to eagerly desire the gifts, but to more importantly pursue love 
(1 Cor 14:1). 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12 in context: 
 
Something to consider when reading 1 Corinthians: 
 
"...that in every way you were enriched in Him in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony 
about Christ was confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ..." 1 Corinthians 1:5-7  
 
 
Before Paul explains the gifts in chapter 12, he states that we have every gift in his introduction. 
 
In the introduction to chapter 12 we see that Paul writes "now concerning". This indicates a reply to a 
question they had asked him. The Corinthians are believed to have been afraid that people were flowing in 
evil spirits because of their large history of Paganism. Paul comforted them and gave them this simple test 
by saying:  
 
“You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says 'Jesus is accursed!' 
and no one can say 'Jesus is Lord' except in the Holy Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 12:2-3 
 
The Christians in Corinth lived in an extremely pagan culture filled with polytheism (Multiple gods) and 
were flowing in the gifts. They thought that they were each tapping into different spirits.  
 
The context of 1 Corinthians 12 is that Paul is teaching them that while there is a variety of gifts, “there is 
one Spirit who empowers them all in everyone” (Verse 5). Read through the chapter and note how many 
times Paul writes “the same Spirit”. He is encouraging them that there are diverse gifts of the spirit but 
that it was in fact all the Holy Spirit empowering them, not demons.  
 
The same blood shed for your eternal security in heaven was the same blood shed to reverse the effects of 
sin and sickness on the earth. This is the joy of the kingdom of heaven! We are sons and daughters, 
privileged to see His glory manifest in powerful ways. We have authority over sickness and over all the 
power of the enemy (Luke 10:19)! We cannot leave our incredible inheritance in Christ undiscovered. Lay 
your hands on someone who is sick today and command healing in their body, with Jesus’ perfect purchase 
in mind. Watch what happens when you do! 



 
 
 
Quotes: 
 
“When I saw for the first time by the Word of God that sickness was not the Will of God, everything in my 
nature rose up to defeat the will of the devil.” – John G. Lake 
 
"I must assert in the most unqualified way that it is primarily and mainly for the sake of saving the soul that 
I seek the salvation of the body." - William Booth 

 

 

Questions for reflection: 
 

1. In what ways does this section challenge or cause you to rethink some things you may have thought 
about Jesus or the Father?  

2. Why do you think it is crucial that we interpret the Godhead solely through the revelation of Jesus? 

3. Do you feel more comfortable to approach God for intimacy and relationship knowing that you can fully 
understand His love, nature and intentions through Jesus? 

4. Do you feel this clear approach to God and His goodness is common, or that you understood this as a 
younger Christian? If not, why do you think this is?  

 
 

 

 
i Christian History Institute. “Calvin on God’s Sovereignty.” Dan Graves, ed. 

https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/study/module/calvin-on-gods-sovereignty. 
ii Strong’s G1413 


